
  Trivia Challenge 2009 
 

 

Find the Union Camp    (Located in the middle of school the campus) 
 

Find the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry, "Duryee's  Zouaves" 
 

 

How did the uniform  find its way into the American 
Civil War? 

·  Inspired by the stories of the French 
Zouaves’ fighting skills and their colorful 
uniforms, Captain Elmer Ellsworth, paid out 
of his own pocket to have uniforms made of 
his own design.  

·  The 5th New York was one of fifty regiments 
uniformed in the North African style of the 
French Zouaves  

·  In 1860, using tactics from French manuals, 
Ellsworth toured the United States showing off 
his Zouaves as the best drill team in the 
country.  It was the beginning of the “Zouave 
Craze”. 

 

What was the last war the Zouaves fought?  
·  World War I  

 
Who were the original Zouaves ? 

·  The original Zouaves came from tribes that lived in  the hills of Algeria and Morocco.   
In 1830, some of the Zouaves volunteered for the French Colonial Army  and they continued to wear 
their distinctive colorful uniforms.  They were known for their precision drilling and had a reputation for 
fierce fighting and heroism.  In 1852, as the Zouave infantry units became more and more composed of 
Frenchmen, Emperor Louis Napoleon made the Zouave entirely French by relocating them to Paris. 

 
Find the W C A R  camp  
 

What do the letters WCAR represent?  
·  Women's Central Association of Relief 
·  There were men in the organization too but they were paid, 

      the women were not. 

 

What services  did they provide to the soldiers during the Civil War? 
·  Women were trained to be nurses in the military hos pitals.  
·  The ladies raised money to provide supplies for the   
      soldiers and arranged the delivery of those s upplies  
      to the men in the camps. 
 

What items were usually placed in "bundles"  for the soldiers? 
·  Shipments of bundles varied.  The organization also  
     coordinated sending and getting the bundles to the camps 
·  Bundles:  socks, soap, hair combs, prayer books, pencils, 

stationary, newspapers, hard candles, reading books , 
condensed milk and food items that would survive the trip

 
 

 

 



Find Major General Edward Ord 
 

A leader in the Union Army, Maj. Gen. Ord was honored by having a Fort named after him.   
Where was the Fort located ?           Monterey  
 
In January 1847 , Edward Ord sailed on the steamship Lexington around Cape Horn .   
It is considered the most southerly point of what continent ?       South America  
 
What is the relationship of the re-enactor to Major General Ord?  

·  He is the great grandson of General Ord who died in  1883 

 
Find the Sharpshooters  
 

 
 

What uniform color  identifies a 
Union sharpshooter and why?   
·  Color:   Green (for an elite unit)    
·  Why:   A form of camouflage   

 
What is unique about the buttons  on the uniform and what company 
made them? 

·  The buttons were made out of rubber. (The sun did 
     not reflect off of these buttons the way it did off brass.)  

 

·  The B.F. Goodyear Company made the rubber buttons.  
      (The front of the button had an eagle, the reverse side said,  
      “GOODYEAR'S P=T N. R. Co.”) 

 
 How many rounds  could a sharpshooter fire in one minute  
 with his Sharp rifle?  

·  10 rounds (compared to a musket rifle that could only fire   
      3 rounds in a minute) 

 
   What were the two primary targets  of a sharpshooter  
   and why?  

·  Confederate officers: Wounding or killing an officer would break 
down the line of communication between the officer and his men.  
The units would become disorganized without a leader. 

 

·  Confederate artillery personnel:  The cannons could not be fired 
without adequate personnel. Since the artillery could inflict the 
greatest damage upon Union troops, killing any Confederate artillery 
personnel would delay return fire from their cannons. 

Find the 10 th New York 
 

What does the red color of the uniform represent?  
·  Their motto: “No quarter taken, No quarter given”  

 

What does the answer really mean ?     
·  We will not become prisoners, we will not take any prisoners   
·  (Fight until death and kill prisoners. Reason: not enough food or supplies to  

be shared with the troops and prisoners. In 1863 Lincoln ordered no killing  
of prisoners and to take them captive.  The 10th New York took 300 prisoners 
and 87 men guarded them—none tried to escape. 

 

What is the unit’s battle cry ?  “Avenge Ellsworth”  
·  On May 1861, Ellsworth and his troops entered the town of Alexandria, VA. 

Upon seeing a Confederate flag flying above the Marshall House Inn, he cut it 
down. The owner, James Jackson, killed Ellsworth with a shotgun blast to the 
chest.  President Lincoln was deeply saddened by his friend’s death and 
ordered an honor guard to bring his friend’s body to the White House, where it 
lay in state for public viewing.  Thousands of Union supporters came to see the 
first man to fall for the Union cause.  



U.S. Balloon Corps 
Name one of the U.S. Balloon Corps balloons.  

·  Intrepid, Union, Constitution, 
Washington, United States, Excelsior, 
Eagle.  
 

Why did the Balloon Corps always fly tethered ?  
·  To report back to units and stay in 

communication 
·  To provide a stable observation 

platform and for using a telegraph 
wire.  No need to fly over the enemy when 
you can see long distances. 
 

Name one method the Aeronauts use to 
communicate  with the Generals and artillery 
crews?  

·  Telegraph, flag signals and the paper express. 

 
 
United States Sanitary Commission 
What was the main goal  of the USSC?  

·  Provided the Union Army with whatever the 
Federal government could not or would not 
provide for its troops 

·  Brought supplies to the army before Federal 
supplies came. 

 

How did the supplies get delivered to the soldiers?  
·  The USSC had its own wagons  

 

What organization that exists today was modeled after the 
work of the USSC?  

·  Red cross - started after the Civil War by Clara Barton 
 

 
~ Social Hall / Displays~  (building/walk way between the two camps) 

 

 

 
Native Americans in the Civil War 
 
Name two tribes t hat fought with the Confederate 
Army and why ?  
 
Tribes:   Seminoles, Choctaws, Creeks, Cherokees, 
and Chickasaws 
 
Reason:   Some tribes owned slaves and some 
tribes, not trusting the Union,  thought that their land 
would be taken away 



Find the Confederate Camp    (Located in the front of the school) 
 

Find the Confederate Headquarters 
 

 
      Breckinridge (in front) ordering his troops to adva nce  

 
Find Maj. General John C. Breckinridge.  Before 
the Civil War, what was the highest political 
position  he held and  what was his age? 
·  36 years of age 
·  Vice President of the United States, the 

youngest Vice President in U.S. history 

 

What was his role in the New Market battle,   
May 15,1864? 
·  Ordered the VMI cadets to march to Market 

New to be held in reserve  
·  Ordered by General Lee, he commanded an 

army to defend the Shenandoah Valley  
·  Commanded the Confederate Army of 

Northern Virginia and for the Department of 
Shenandoah 

 
Find the 1 st Louisiana Tigers 
 

 

 
This Confederate Zouaves unit 
wore trousers (pants) made out 
of what kind of material?   
·  The trousers were made from 

sturdy blue and white striped 
Hamilton mattress ticking.  

 
How was the first Tiger killed  
in the Civil War?  
·  He was hit by a train  
 
What was the name of the 
rifle  that was issued to the 1st 
Louisiana Tigers?     
·  1841 Mississippi  
 
  

 
Find the Washington Artillery of New Orleans 
What is the battery’s motto ?    “Try Us”  
 

Why do the soldiers wear red caps ?   
·  Red caps identified a unit as an artillery unit  

(blue for infantry, blue/yellow for Cavalry  
     Reason for different colors: so units could  
     easily be recognized at a distance) 
·  Both Union and Confederate artillery units wore 

red caps 

 

 



What is the difference  between a cannon ball and a 
canister round?   

·  Cannon ball:  is a solid iron ball  

·  Canister round:  small iron balls encased in 
tin with a powder bag attached  

 

What was the purpose  of firing a cannon ball?   
·  The cannon ball was used for great distances 

to cause damage on approaching armies and to 
destroy and break buildings / to knock things 
down  

 

When was the canister round  used? 
·  Used/fired to protect the artillery units  from approaching enemy  
·  It was used at close range (shot gun effect); anti- personnel, anti-cavalry  

 
Find the 33 rd Virginians Company C 
 

 
 
The buttons on their uniforms were made out of what metal?

 
 
 
This unit was part of the famous Brigade , 
named for General Stonewall Jackson.  
 

What is the name of the school where their 
namesake taught science before the war 
broke out?   

·  Stonewall Jackson taught science at  
     Virginia Military Institute (VMI)  

 

Why are these Confederates wearing  
“blue uniforms”  like the Union Army?  

·  Before the Civil War began, the state of 
Virginia issued Union Army uniforms to 
its troops.   

·  After the war broke out the same 
uniforms were use, which also were 
being issued for the Union soldiers.  
It was not until after the First Battle of 
Manassas, July 1861, that the uniforms 
were changed. 

·  Silver  with the state of Virginia crest/seal. 
 
Find the 1st North Carolina Cavalry 
 
What was the Confederate nickname for the North Carolinians?  Why?  

·  “Tarheels” 
·  It was typical of North Carolinians to walk around barefoot when they 

were young.  As a result, many would come home with tar stuck to 
the bottom of their heels as they walked through pi ne forests. 

 

 
What is the difference between mounted cavalry and dismounted cavalry?  

·  Mounted:   Cavalryman would generally ride up to a battle mounted on a horse       
·  Dismounted:   Cavalryman dismounted fight on foot (horse was a large target)

 



 

What was the name of the  saddle  used during the 
Civil War? McClellan saddle  
 

What was it made from?   
·  Oak frame, covered in rawhide,  

with leather skirts  
 

What was the purpose  of the open seat?  
·  To protect the horse’s spine /comfort for  

          the horse

 
South Carolina McGowan Brigade, Battalion Sharpshoo ters  

 

 

How was this battalion formed ?   
·  Regular army pulled out for special 

duties  
 

What is a Stadia  used for? (as seen in picture) 
·  It is a gauge to measure distance.   
·  It is an instrument that measures how 

far away the enemy was and to get the 
best shot 

 

Trained in judging distance, a sharpshooter could 
hit a 5’ X 5’ target from   600 yards away.

                
 ~ Civilian Camp ~  

(Font of the School – fountain area) 
 

War Correspondent:   
 

Journalist Charles Coffin wrote for what newspaper ?   
·  Boston Journal  

 

While reporting on the Union Army, how did  
Mr. Coffin send his stories  back to the newspaper?   

·  Because he had limited access to a telegram,  
most of the time he sent his stories back by  
a courier who he had to hire.  

 

 



 
 

Laundress 
 
What tool  did the laundress use to 
make yarn?   
 

·  A drop spindle  
 

 
What two materials did she use to 
make yarn?  
 

·  Cotton & Wool 
·  Bandages were made out of 

knitted wool for the troops 
 

Constable 
 

 
 

 

 
What was the role of a Constable ?   

·  He was a civilian officer of the court  
      / no police force had been established 

 
Who could he not arrest ?   

·  He did not have the authority or power 
to arrest a woman 

·  New York Law of 1860’s stated that a 
Constable could not arrest a woman but 
could detain her for 12 hrs. Her husband 
could be required to go to prison for her 
crimes if they were sever.  His wife was his 
property and he was responsible for 
keeping her in line.  

 

 
Temperance Society 
 

What was the primary purpose  of the Temperance Society?  
 

·  Primary purpose:  to educate the public of evils of 
drinking, problems caused by drinking within the 
family, domestic abuse etc. 

 
·  A pledge to abstain from drinking alcoholic 

beverages.   

 
 
 

 



 
~ Vendor  ~ (near the food court) 

 
Civil War Author   
What is the author’s name  and what is the name of his book ?   

·  Douglas Westfall, Prisoners of the Civil War  
 

What are the names of the two primary prisoner of war camps discussed in 
his book? 

·  Union Prisoner of War Camp:  Ft. Warren, North Boston Harbor, MA  
·  Confederate Prisoner of War Camp:  Camp Ford, Tyler, TX 
 
 

                                                        ~ Battlefield ~  

 

Field Hospital  
Find the field hospital.  Is it a Union or Confederate 
hospital and why?  

·  It is both!  Due to limited hospital facilities, trained 
surgeons and supplies, early in the war it was 
common that both sides combined their resources for 
the best care they could provide to a wounded 
solider. 

 
A “tenaculum”  is a surgical tool used for what purpose? 

·  It is a small hooked tool used to draw and hold 
the damaged or bleeding artery outside the body 
so that it could be tied off or sutured/sewed. 

 

 

 
 

 
“Blue mass”  was a common medicine that was 
prescribed for a variety of illnesses.   
 
What were the two primary elements  it was 
made from?  

·  Mercury and Chalk  
 

How did this medicine do  more harm  then 
good? 

·  Mercury is known today to be toxic and 
excessive amounts can be deadly  

 

Name another side effect  of taking too much 
“Blue mass”?  

·  Lose teeth/teeth falling out, 
photosensitivity, and dehydration from 
purging



Play Ball - Baseball or Base Ball? 
Early baseball had different names for team positions.   
 

What was a pitcher  called?  Hurler   
 

A batter  called?  Striker      
 

An outfielder  called?  Scout  
 

How many pitches  could be thrown to the hitter?   
·  As many was he wanted / infinite. 
·  Only strikes counted. 
·  No base on balls, but did have a three strike rule 

Other terms 
·  Aces               Runs        
·  Behind            Catcher 
·  Club Nine       Team 
·  Cranks            Fans 
·  Dead               Out 
·  Dew Drop        Slow Pitch 
·  Foul Tick          Foul Ball 
·  Leg it               Run to Base 
·  Muff                 Error 
·  Tally                Score 
·  Hands             Players 

  
7th Michigan Volunteer Cavalry  
Who was their commanding officer  and why did they 
wear red neckties ?  

·  The commanding General, George A. Custer , 
wore a lavish, self-designed uniform with a bright 
red necktie so that there would be no mistake 
about his presence on the field of battle. Seeing 
this new fashion on the General's uniform, the 
Michigan troops quickly adopted the same tie to 
honor the General. It became their proud 
trademark.  

 

What were the three jobs  of the cavalry? 
·  Scouts/Scouting, to protect the artillery,   

to be a mobile strike force  
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Union Artillery  
 

What is the difference between a smoothbore  
cannon and a rifled  cannon? 

·  Smoothbore cannon:  (as seen in picture) 
Inside barrel is smooth, was the most 
common type of cannon used, fired at a 
relatively flat trajectory.  The ball came out 
smoothly and with limited accuracy – 
could hit a barn!  

·  Rifled cannon:  Inside barrel has spiral 
groves, ball spins out, longer range and 
increased accuracy / up to 2 miles. Was 
more accurate – could hit a doorknob!  

 

 
 What is a limber  and what is it used  for?   

·  The limber was a two-wheeled carriage 
connected directly behind the team of six 
horses.  

·  It carried one ammunition chest (gunpowder, 
ammo, supplies) and towed either a gun or a 
caisson

 
  

 

Bonus Question 
 

How old  is the campus of St. Catherine’s Military Academy?  
·  120 YEARS OLD!  

 
Thank you for attending  

St. Catherine’s Military Academy  / 2009 Civil War Re-enactment 
 

 

 


